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SUB J : SOVIET PRESS ON JEWISH EMIGRANTS' PROBLEMS IN ROME 

1. APN-PRODUCED ARTICLE ENTITLED "AT THE ROME 

FLEA MARKET," RE PROBLEMS OF SOVIET JEWISH EMIGRANTS 
STRANDED IN ROME, CURRENTLY BEING FEATURED IN SOME 
MOSCOW AND REPUBLIC PAPERS. ARTICLE CLAIMS THT 
EMIGRANTS DELAYED IN ROME FROM THREE MONTHS TO A YEAR 
AND LONGER BECAUSE THEY DO NOT WISH TO GO TO ISRAEL AND 
CANNOT OBTAIN ENTRY VISAS FOR U.S. UNNAMED U.S. SENATOR 
QUOTED AS SAYING THAT JUSTICE DEPARTMENT HOLDING BACK 
VISAS FOR MORE THAN 2,000 EMIGRANTS. U.S. PICTURED AS 
UNENTHU SIASTIC ABOUT EMGRANTS' PROBLEMS BECAUSE 
THEIR "PROPAGANDA VALUE HAS DRIED UP" AND BECAUSE U.S. 
HAS ITS OWN PROBLEM OF UNEMPLOYMENT. 

2. ARTICLE CLAIMS THAT ROME AUTHORITIES BECOMING 
CONCERNED ABOUT NUMBER OF EMIGRANTS AND THE 
ROME-BASED AMERICAN JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE AND 
H.I.A.S. GRUDGINGLY FIND CHEAP APARTMENTS FOR 
EMIGRANTS AND GIVE THEM SMALL SUM OF 3,000 LIRA PER 
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SITUATION, FALLING INTO LIVES OF CRIME AND "ACQUIRING TO 
ARTICLE, EMIGRANTS’ MAIN MEANS OF LIVELIHOOD IS 
SELLING CIGARETTES, RECORDS, SOVENIERS AND 
CONTRABAND ITEMS IN ROME'S MAIN FLEA MARKET. 

3. ARTICLE GOES ON TO QUOTE FROM PRESS CONFERENCE IN 
ROME GIVEN RECENTLY BY FORMER SOVIET JEWISH ACTIVIST 
VIKTOR POLSKIY, WHO REPORTEDLY COMPLAINED ABOUT DELAYS 
BY SOVIET OFFICIALS IN PROCESSING VISA APPLICATIONS 

AND ABOUT REFUSAL TO GRANT SOVIET PASSPORT TO JEWISH 
EMIGRANTS. APN'S DISINGENUOUS ANSWER TO LATTER IS THAT 
SOVIET PASSPORTS WOULD BECOME "GOODS" FOR SALE IN 
ROME MARKET AND WOULD ALSO BE FOUND BY POLICE WHEN THEY 
PICK UP PETTY CRIMINALS (I.E., EMIGRANTS). ARTICLE 
CONCLUDES BY SAYING SENATOR JACKSON ALSO ANGRY THAT 
SO FEW NOW LEAVING SOVIET UNION, BUT HE IS QUIET WHEN 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT REFUSES TO GRANT U.S. VISAS. 

4. COMMENT: ARTICLE CLEARLY INTENDED TO FEED 
DOUBTS OF POTENTIAL EMIGRANTS ABOUT SITUATION 

IN WEST AND ABOUT ATTITUDE OF U.S. AUTHORITIES TOWARD 
EMIGRANTS AND THEIR PROBLEMS IN ROME. 
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